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FOR THE NIGHTINGALE. 


MESSRS EDITORS, 


* 
‘| HE writer of the Microcofm, having in- 

‘ited thofe who are difpofed to make memoranda 

of the difcoveries made by the refearches of curiofity, 
to tranfmit them to you for infertion, [ avail my- 
ielf of fo favourable an opportunity to inform the 
public, of feme interefting particulars, the refult of 
my own obfervations. I have found, that by far 
the greateft part of domeftic feuds and matrimoni- 
al jarrs,arife from the moft trivial caufes, and flight- 
eft mifunderftandings ; from ungrounded iufpicions, 
and the little fuggeftions of pride. ‘That the writ- 
er or compiler of a periodical paper, has more might- 
ty labors to accomplifh, than ever were atchieved 
by a Sampfon or a Hercules. ‘To cleanfe and pu- 
ify the public tafte, is a tafk more difficult, than to 

wath and “tidy up’ the Augean Stable ; to con- 
quer the prejudices of the pedantic, the malice of 
the envious, and the mulifh obftinacy of the igno- 
rant, isin attempt more hazardous; in execution more 
dangerous and wonderful, than to encounter the 
Nemean lion, or conquer the hydra of Lerna. I have 
difcovered, that it is more eafy to plea& the man of 
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fenfethan the babbling fool, and that in orderto fatisfy 
the idle cravings of the unlettered mind, the eftcem 


. of the wife and the learned muft be facrificed ;— 


and that you, gentlemen, value the approbation of 
one true judge of literary produtions, more than 
the clamorous applaufe often thoufand numbfculls. 

Your readers may fay, that my difcoveries are not 
very flattering to the character of the good people 
of our metropolis. But let them underftand, that 
i have found among them, more found intellects, 
more unimyared reafons, more real virtue, more 
unaffected graces, than the inhabitants of any other 
town or city on the globe can exhibit. In moft fa- 
milies, peace and felicity are the bouichold deities ; 
conjugal love, filial and parentai affection, warm the 
hearts, illumine the countenances and ditfufe their 
unalloyed pleafures, their tranfporting joys. In 
moft circles, friendfhip glows in the heart; fenti- 
ment and refinement are the foul and ornament of 
converfation. The public tafte, takes its character 
from the opinion of the majority; and that indeed, 
betrays “fomething rotten in the ftate” of the pub- 
lic mind. Elfe, why the popularity of Edwin’s or 
Dibdin’s unmeaning collection of a failor’s jargon of 
words, dignified by the name of a fong! Apollo 
would condemn one of the mufes to eternal exile 
from his court, fhould fhe have infpired or compof- 
ed one of thofe infamous libels upon verfe, and hor- 
rid caracatures of poetry. Why the rage for Mrs. 
Ratcliff s Fairy Tales, and Mifs Hannah Moore’s im- 
itations of mother Goofe’s melody > Why is the 
town divided into parties concerning the fquabbles of 
a green room, and interefted in the animofities of 
rival heroes of the fock and bufkin ? Why are we 
‘¢bored” with the home made inventions of taylors 
and milliners, palming them upon us as the acme of 
the London orParifian ton? Or why do we fuffer our 
taftes to be regulated or our judgments biafled by 
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any foreign opinions or fafhions either in drefs, lit 
erature or politics ? 

If the foregoing difcoveries and remarks are 
deemed worthy a place in your Nightingale, and it+ 
ferted, I fhall conftrue it into a fignal to continue 
my refearches and communications. Their refult 
{hall be duly tranfmitted by yours, 

INCOGNITO. 

CHRIST'S CHURCH STEEPLE, 
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BETWEEN MapAmM COSMOGUNIA, ayp a Pur- 
LosopHicat ENQUIRER of the i8th Century. 
Extracted from the sft No. of the Monthly Magazine and Britis Regiler—a new 
aud intereiting publication. 


(Concluded from No. 12.) 


Enquirer. F RAY what did you do when you were of 
middle age? That is ufually efteemed the moit valuable 
part of life. 

Madam Cofimogunia. 1 fomehow got flut up ina 
dark cell, where 1 took a long nap. 

£nq. And after you awaked. sa 

Cof: I fell a difputing with all my might. 

Eng. What were the fubjects that interefted yqu fo 
much? 

Cof. Several, 

Enq. Pray let us have a fpecimen? 

Cof. Whether the light of Tabor was created,or uncre- 
ated; whether one be a number; whethermen fhouldcrois 
themfelves with two fingers or with three; winches 
creation was finifhed in fix days, becaufe it is the HET 
perfect number; or whether fix is the moft perfect 
pumber, becaufe the creation was finifhed in fix cays; 
whether two and one make three, or only one. 

Eng. And pray what may be your opinion of the laft 
Propolition, particularly. 
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Cof. I have by no means made up my mind about it ; 
in another century, perhaps, I may be able to decide 
upon the point. 

Eng. Thele debates of yours had one advantage, how- 
ever, you could not poifibly put yourfelf in a paffion ox 
fuch kind of fubjects. 

Cof. There you are very much miftaken. Twas con- 


ftantly in a paflion wpon one or other of them, and if 


my opponent did not agree with me, my cooftant prac- 
tice was to Knock him down, even if it were in the 
church. Ihave the happinefs of being able to intereft 
myielf in the moft indifferent queftions, as foon as I am 
contradicted upon it. I can make avery good difpute 
out of the queftion, whether the preference be due to 
blue or green, in the colour of a Jcckey’s Cap, and 
would defire no better caufe ofa quarrel than whether a 
perfons name fhould be fpelt with C. or with K. 

nq. Thefe conftant diiputes muft have hada very bad 
fic ca your younger children. How do you hope ev- 
er to have a quiet houfe ? 

Cof. And yet I affure you, there is no one point that 
i have laboured more, than that important one of family 
harmony. 

Exg. Indeed! 

Cof. Yes; for the fake of that order and unanimity, 
which has always been dear to me, I have conftantly in- 
fifted that all my children fliould fneeze and blow their 
nofes at the fame time, and in the fame manner. 

eQMay I prefume to afk the reafon of this injunc- 


ion? 


Gof-. Is it poflible you do not fee the extreme danger, 
as well as indecorum of fuffering every one to blow his 
nofe his own way? Could you truft the keys of your of- 
fices to any perfon who fneezed to the right when other 
people fheezed to the left, or to the left when they 
ineezed to the right. 

ng! confefs Iam rather dull in difcerning the in- 
convemiences that would enfue; but pray have you been 
able to accomplifh this defirable uniformity ? 

Cof. lacknowledce I have not; and indeed I have 
met with fo much obftinate refiftance to this my wile 
regulation, that, to tell you the truth, I am almoft on the 
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point of giving it up. You can hardly believe the per- 
verfenefs my children have fhewn on the occafion ; 
biowing their nofes locked up in their rooms, or in dark 
corners about the houie, in every poffible way; fo that 
in fhort, on pretence of colds, tender nofes, or want of 
pocket handkerchiefs, or one plea or another, I have 
been obliged to tolerate the uncomplying very much a- 
gainit my wil. However, I contrive to fhew my dif- 
approbation at leaft of fuch feandalous irregularities, by 
never faying God blefs you, ifa perfon faeezes in the 
family contragy to the eftablithed rule. 

ng. I am elad, at leaft, in this refpedt you are got a 
little nearer to common fenfe. As you feem to have 
been of fo imperious a difpofition, I hope you were not 
trufted with any mifchievous weapons. 

Cof. At firft I ufed to fight with clubs and ftones; 
efierwards with other weapons; but at length I contriv- 
ed to get at gunpowder, and then I did glorious mifcBief. 

fing. Pray had you never any body who taught you 
better ? 

Co/. Yes, fiveral wife men, from time to time, have 
attempted to mend my manners, and reform me, as they 
called it. 

£ng. And how did you behave to them? 

C2f. Some f hunted about, fome I poifoned, fame I 
contrived to have thrown into prifon; fome I made bon- 
fires of; others [ only laughed at. It was but the other 
diy that one of them wanted to give me fome hints for 
the better regulation of my family, upon which I pulled 
his houfe down: I was often, however,better tor the lef- 
fon though the teacher had feldom the pleafure of feciag 
it. 

Enz. 1 have heard it faid, you are very partial to your 
children, that you pamper fome, and ftarve others, 
Pray who are your favourites ? 

Cof. Generally thofe who do the moft mifchief. 

Eng. Had you not once a great favourite called Lew- 
is, whom you wiedto fiyle the immortal man? 

Cof. ( hadfo. I wascontinually repeating his name, 
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Enq. And what is become of them now ? 
Cc. ‘The other day, in a fit ef {pleen, I kicked them 
ali down again. 

Zing. I think IT have read, that, you were once much 
under the influence of an old man, with a high crown’d 
hat, and a bunch of keys by his fide ? 

Cof. It istrue. He ufed to frighten me by fetting 
his arms akimbo, and fwearing moft terribly ; betides 
w hich, he was alw ays a threatening to put me intoa 
dark he le, if 1 did not do as he wou Id have me. He 
has conjured many pence out of my pocket, I affiure you; 
and he uted to make me believe the oe reft ftories 
But I have now pretty nearly done with bith, he dares 

not {peak fo big as he ufed to do: hardly a fhoe black 
will pull of his hat to him now; it is even a much as HR 
can do to keep his own tight upon his hesd ay, I} 
been affured that the next high wind will {ur clyiblow ite off. 
. You muft doubtle is have made great advan ces 
thé art of reafoning, from the various igh ts, and ex. 
periments, of modern pres 5 pray what was the laft phi- 
Jofophical ftudy that engaged your at bentivas? 


Ccf. One of the laft wis a fy fiern of quackery, called 

Animal Magnetiiim. 

Erg. And what ia theology ? 

Cel. A fyfiem cf « kery all d Swedenborgianifim. 
Exq. And pray what are yo on doing at this m o ment? 
Co/- I am going to lurhn over guite a new leaf 5 lam 

finging Ca Ira. : 

Enq. , “ not know whether you are going to turn 
over a new leaf or no, but 1 am fure, Ph this account, 
it is hi ght ime you fhould, All I can fay is, that if I 
cannot mend you, I wil! endeavour to take care you do 
not fpoil me; and one thing more, that I wifh you to 
lay your commands on ig Burney, to write a new 
novel, and make you lang 
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ONE. day, fays a certain Eaftern writer, I inquired 
ofa Philofop her, by what means he had gained fo 
much wiftom; I gained it replied he, by imitating 
the blind, who never move a ftep till they have 
founded with their ftick, the ground on which they 
are to truft themfelves. 
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THE LADY OF THE CAVE. 


{Continued from No. 7,] 


Tue concern you exprefs for our young 
u oft, and impatience for the fe« jue! of her adven- 
ures, is fo Great a proof of your good nature, that 
it tides be unpardonable i in me not to give you all 
the fatisfaction in my power ; but this is as yet fo 
little, that I fhould fcarce have written, but to fhew 
my readineis in obeying your commands.—I think, 
for my part, every thing g belonging to this ladyymnuit 
be yee $, and that ~ all who intereft themftlve 
in her affairs, muft alio take a fancy to deal in am- 
biguities :_But, that I may not feem to do fo too, 
I will relate in a few words all we know here of the 
matter. 

My uncle fet out on his expedition laft eo: 1v, 
was fe’nnieht. His firft letter gave an account of 
~~ (ofe arrival, but no more; nor indeed could ar 4 

re be expected from rely The fecond, which 
was about five days after, related that he had fzeen 
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Sir G. M. 4 ‘that he had been extremely well 
received by him, and did not doubt but every thing 
would be accommodated agrecably to the Ladv of 


the Cave; (fc w fo-he always calls her.) Since this, 
we heard not!.ing from him, till laf night, when a 
large portman eu, with a great many ae fuits of 
clothes, and oi hor wearing apparel, which fhe had 
no opportunity of bringing away with her, came 
down with the ftage coach, and with it a third let- 
tcr to my aunt, wherein my ur incite defires her to 
prepare the moft elegant entertainment the country 
can furnith, againt next F iedsy, on which day he 
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propofes being at home, and fays, he fhall bring 
with him a ftranger of condition, and for whom he 
has a particular efteem.—He then «tells her, fhe 
may acquaint the young lady, that fhe muft prepare 
to receive him as the perfon who has now the fole 
power over her; that her father has invefted him 
with all his authority, by way of guardian, and 
adds, in very humorous terms, that “the muft not 
fiatter herfelf with efcaping from him, in cafe he 
fhould happpen to enjoin any thing fhe might not 
fo well relifh.—All this we can make ‘nothing of ; 
but, by the air of merriment, which runs through 
the whole, have no room to doubt but that he is 
very much pleafed, and has fucceeded in his negoci- 
ation, though we are entirely in the dark, by wha 
means, or on what conditions. ° 

The poor young lady is, however, in very great 
agitations | fhe trembles left this ftranger, who 
comes down with my uncle, fhould be her father, 
and that under the pretence of being reconciled, he 
fhould take her home with him and compel her at 
laft to marry Lord H - Neither my aunt, nor 
mytelf, omit any thing in our power to put other 
thoughts into her head, but all we can fay is infuf- 
ficient to make her eafy.—She can no way con- 
ceive for what reafon her father fhould delegate his 
authority over her (while living) to any other per- 
fon ; and this it is, which chiefly makes her fear 
my unc le has been imposed upon by a feigned conde-~ 
{cenfion on his part. 

But 1am too well aflured of my uncles’s good 
fenfe and penetration, to harbour the leaft thought 
of his being c ap: able ‘of fuffering i fo grois a decep- 
tion te pafs upon him nor is itindeed probable,that 
the other would attempt to treat a perfon, of hisiank 
and character in the world, in fucha aes We 
are all, notwithftanding, in a good deal of fuipenie, 
and long fer Fri ‘day with as much impatience as eve 
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ong heir cod tor the arrival of dear one and 
n relleved from this uneafy fituation, you 
sci.d on being informed of the refult, as foom 
poit can bring it. 


| Lo be concluded in our next, } 
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Original Poetry. 





ELEGY. 


To the memory of RAZMAN, a noted chimney {weeper, 


— 


Wu fhov!d the rich, the man of lawlefs fway, 
Engrofs the praifes cf the partial mufe ? 

While ragsed merit plods her weary way, 

Then dies ; aud no kind hand the laurel flrewe 


The little Great, in pompous fate, may fleep, 
And penfion’d poets ftrew their venal bays ; 

But who fhall honor humble friendlefs Sweep, 
Whom fortune play’d the fool with, all his days. 


The Mufe divine could never yet be brib’d, 
Nor can the Mufe a hireling’s pen infpire ; 
True worth, with energy, may be defcrib’d, 
But the ferc’d Maid reftrains her ardent fire. 


Th’ indignant Mufe will damn a Randolfh’s namic ; 


But raife the humble Razman fromthe grave, 
Vill roufe a leeping Sweeper into fame, 
And fave an honeft man from Lethe’s wave. 


This Sweeper's life fiole merrily along, 


His tawny countenance was always gay ; 


On the lov’d chimney top, he fung his fong, 


And lif’ning children quite forgot their play. 
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Tho’ hooting fchool boys hifs’d the patient wight, 
And powder’d foplings fcorn’d his robe of foot, 
Thefe he forgave, regardlefs of the flight ; 

To thofe,in want, he kindly lent his hut. 


His lowly lot forbade him to afpire ; 
A beggar’s views, a lordly frown may ftop— 
To fweep his chimnies clean was his defire— 
All bis ambition was to gain the top. 


He meekly trudg’d the city round each day, 
Obferving with a tear the hapiefs fate 

Of the poor foldier—hunger’s conftant prey ; 
While Speculators rode in royal ftate. 


> 


And why fhou'd we defpife his humble trade? 
“Act well your part, there all the honor lies.”"— 
Razman {wept clean—and fhal! his honor fade—« 
Let Razman’s name expire, and virtue dics. 





How many——who canvafs for their pow’r, 
Have hitch’d thro’ dirtier ways, than humble Sweep 3 
How many coxcombs, pageants of an hour, 


Defpis’d at laft, thro’ fhame, up chimney creep! 


Had Razman’s merit found a due reward, 

The chimney’s top had been—not Britain’s throne; 
His bruth had been a {ceptre—not the rod— 

That rod which made two millions people groan; 


Tradefmen attend, and fee a brother die ; 

No unfwept chimnies in his vifage ftare, 

No unbrufh'd brick draws out the lengthen’d figh 
Tradefmen admire, and own fach virtue rare. 





AN INVOCATION TO SYMPATHY. 
Addreifed to Mr. 











, before marriage. 


Sweer fympathy ! Oh lend thy azure eye, 
From my pale cheek the tear of forrow fteal ; 
Thou pitying cherub, ftop this rifing figh, 


And the fad wouads which rend my bofoms, hea! ! 
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AMift to ftem this rapid tide of woe, 

Thy mute attention may affuage my grief ; 
Steal from fond paffion, half its ardent glow, 
And to my mifery bring a flight relief. 


Why does this fatal tendernefs impart, ' 
Such fad fenfations to my aching breaft ? 
Why does the crucl weaknefs of my heart, 


Rob my {well’d bofom of its wonted refit: 


Yet ere I'd with to lofe the plaintive fweet, 
Of {enfibility’s enchanting charms, 

My heart fhould every change of orrow creet, 
And hail diftrefs in a!l its various forms! 


How fharp foe’er the mifery it beftows, 
From its fond pangs I wifh not to be free : 
For ah !—what recompence for endlefs woes, 
Wea dear Alonzo it attracted thee ! 


ANNA, 





—* 


OF MEN AND MANNERS. 


Py SHENSTONE. 





1. IT is happy enough that the fame vices which im- 
pair one’s fortune, frequently ruin our conftitution, that 
the one may not furvive the other. 

2 The fortunate have many parafites: Hope is the 
only one that vouchfafes attendance upon the wretched 
and the beggar. 

3. Jezlouty is the fear er apprehenfion of fuperiority ; 
Envy, our uneafinefs under it. 

4. It was obferved of a very accomplifhed lady, that 
fhe was withal fo modeft, that ove fometimes thought 
flie negleéted the praifes of her wit. becaufe flie could 
depend on thofe of her beauty ; at other times fhe heighr- 
ened thofe of her beauty knowing flic might rely on thofe 
of her wit. 
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§. Many perfons, when exalted, affume an infolent 


humility, who behaved before with an infolent havgh- 
tinefs. : 
Tam afraid humility to genius, ises an extinguifher 
vh ‘a candle. r 
The ridicule with which fome people affed to tri- 
amph over their fuperiors, is as theugh the moon under 


an eclipfe fhould pretend to laugh ; tthe fun. 
Oo + * ~ * 
8. Ina heavy opprefiive atmofphere, when the fpi- 


rits fink too low, the beft cordial is to read over all the 
. 
setters of ones Ps em 


9. A man _ has 


} generally the good or ill qualities, 
Wilich he 


attributes to mankind ! 





A N EC OTE OF A PAINTER. 
A Skiliul mete fhewed a piéture of Mars to 2 con- 
cur, and aiked his opinion concerning it. The con- 


nofieur examined it clofely, and fpoke his fi 


e his fentiments 
without referve. He told him he difliked it ; alled 


a Hedei 
many § got od rea fons for his drflil Ke. But the ey via WwW 


ay 
ul! tte rent mind isand his frie: rl difputed wi it at } lengt 
without being ab a to convince him, M ean rome a top 
entered the room, and catting a fuperficial Winck at the 


Pp ict ITey “© (J00 d Heav ns 19 “cried he, in an extacy of 


of ont and invention ! 
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admiration Ds “what a maftor-piece 


what an elegant foot ! ond how exaétly are che nails pre- 
portioned ! Mars lives in the picture ! what ingenuity in 


that fheild ! and how much {kill in the execution of the 
helmet 1” The painter was covered with utte 


r fhame and 
confufion. “Now’ ‘faid he * I am convin eeaoting mif- 
take 4 And the moment his applauding vifitant with- 
drew, he expunged the godhead. The work is bad, 


if a judg re difupproves : lf a fool praifes, eraze. 














NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
The Theorift, No. 6, is received. It will be inferte 
next Tuefday. 
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